In Recognition of

Society of Descendants of the
First Japanese Embassy to the United States

WHEREAS, on February 2, 1860, the first Japanese delegation of three samurai ambassadors and their
entourage of 74, representing the Tokugawa Shogunate, boarded the USS Powhatan and headed for
Washington, D.C;; and

WHEREAS, the USS Powhatan encountered heavy weather on its sail across the Pacific and made an
unplanned stop in Honolulu for repairs and additional provisions; and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 1860, King Kamehameha IV and Queen Emma welcomed the Japanese diplomats
to Hale Ali'i, the royal palace, marking the first meeting between Hawaiian and Japanese government
officials; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 1860, Hawai'i's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Robert C. Wyllie, proposed to the
Japanese ambassadors a Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the Kingdom of Hawai‘i and Japan; and

WHEREAS, on May 14, 1860, the first Jay diplomatic mission ked at the W Navy
Yard and later met with President James Buchanan in the White House; and

WHEREAS, the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the United States and Japan fostered mutual
understanding and respect between the two nations, allowing international travel, education and
business to flourish; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, an organization comprised of descendants of the original 77 Japanese delegation,
known as the Society of Descendants of the First Japanese Embassy to the United States, 1860 (SDF}), was
established in Yokohama, Japan; and

WHEREAS, the SDF] recognizes the historical significance of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the United States and Japan and the 77 Japanese citizens tasked with that mission;

THEREFORE I, DAVID Y. IGE, Governor, and I, JOSHUA B. GREEN, Lieutenant Governor of the State of
Hawai'i, do hereby welcome members of the SDF] to Hawai'i to celebrate this significant occasion and

c ate the formal dipl ic relations between the United States and Japan and the first meeting
between Hawaiian and Japanese government officials.

Done at the State Capitol, in Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawai'i, this twelfth day of April
2019.

.
JOSHUA'B. GREEN DAVIDY.IGE ~— V¥
Lieutenant Governor, State of Hawai'i

Governor, State of Hawai‘i
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