The enate

Recognizing and Commending
The Society of Descendants of the First
Japanese Embassy to the United States, 1860

The Senate of the Thirtieth Legislatre of the State of Hawaii is honored to recognize the Society of Descendants of the
¢ ("SDFJ") Embassy to the United States, 1860.

On July 29, 1858, the U.S. — Japan Treaty of Amity and Commerce was signed on the deck of the U.S.S. Powhatan in
1 wan, with seventy-seven Japanese government officials aboard and accompanied by the Japanese
ailed from Yok
d directly to San Fra
Honolulu, Hawaii for

Japan to the United States to have the treaty ratified by congress. The
California while the Powhatan — with its 77 member Japanese embassy
s, refueling and to restock its holds.

When King Ka

hameha 1V and Queen Emma received the members of the Japanese embassy at the Royal Palace on
t marked the first meeting between government officials from Japan and the Kingdom of Hawaii. The
assy entourage were so well received that a proposed Treaty of Amity and Commerce between Japan

March 13, 186
visiting Jap:
and the Kingdom of Hawaii was offered o be entered into between the two nations. The Japanese coterie would stay
almost a fortnight before leaving to complete its voyage to America.

From this fortuitous stopover, the bonds between Japan and Hawaii were sown, with the first wave of Japanese coming to
Hawaii in 1868. Brought to Hawaii shores as immigrant laborers, Japanese cultural philosophies and beliefs of giri and on
(loyalty. duty, and honor) provided the foundation and structure for many families to build upon to endure harsh working
and social conditions in the hopes that their future generations would flourish.

In 2011, the descendants of the original 1860 Japanese retinue organized the SDFJ whose mission is to recognize the
historical significance of the initial diplomatic relations between the United States and Japan.

The Senate of the Thirtieth Legislature of the State of Hawaii recognizes and commends the Society of Descendants of the
First Japanese Embassy to the United States, 1860, and extends its very best wishes and warmest aloha in all of its future
endeavors.

Done this _18th ___ day of __April 2019
State Capitol, Honolulu, Hawai'i

Hrian T, Taniguchi, Sponsoring

Ronald 1. Kouchi, President of the Senaie

The 30th Legislature w“ el
Certificate No. 590 Carol Taniguchi. W Senate
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