The Howse of L9/ cpresentalioes
Slate (/ Hawai

hereby presents this certificate to

THE SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE FIRST JAPANESE EMBASSY
TO THE UNITED STATES 2l [l

relationship of friendship and trust that spans all areas of society. including
culture. politics. and thy the seeds of the were planted
with the First Japanese Embassy to the United States which contributed to
the ization of Japan and laid the foundation of U.S.-Japanese
diplomacy: and

WHEREAS. although Japan had maintained itself as a nation with closed

borders for more than two hundred years in 1860, the Tokugawa

in Japan sent including three delegates.

and their retinue aboard the U.. SS Purwhamn to Washington D.C. for a

formal exchanging and ratification of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce:
and

WHEREAS !hls first Japanese Embassy included Ambassador Shinmi

Vice Muragaki Awaji Metsuke Oguri

Bungonokami, Governor Naruse Zenshiro. Treasury Officer Morita Okataro.

aides, interpreters. physicians, merchants, barbers, cooks, servants, and other
samurai: and

WHEREAS. the ship stopped in Honolulu for repairs and supplies. where
the Japanese ion was by King K ha IV and Queen
Emma at the Royal Palace Hale Alii on March 9. 1860. and visited for
thirteen days before continuing their journey to Washington D.C.; and

\WHEREAS, the fateful meeting with King Kamehameha IV would lay the
groundwork for the travel and trade relationships that exist today and
sparked Japanese immigration to the Hawaiian Islands as a new sense of
ie encouraged the first group of Japanese. known as the
*Gannenmono.” to start immigrating to Hawaii in 1868: and

WHEREAS, in 2011, the descendants of the original Japanese delegates
established THE SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE FIRST JAPANESE
" EMBASSY TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (SDFJ) to recognize the
historical significance of the establishment of diplomatic relations between
the United States and Japan; and

WHEREAS, members of the SDFJ are in Hawaii to participate in events
commemorating the historic meeting which fostered mutual understanding
and respect. resulting in generations of friendly relations between two
peoples in areas such as international business, student exchanges, and
recreational travel; now. therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the Thirtieth
" Legislature of the State of Hawaii. Regular Session of 2019, that this body
hereby honors and recognizes THE SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE
FIRST JAPANESE EMBASSY TO THE UNITED STATES for carrying on their
important work and extends its warmest aloha and best wishes for success in

all future
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